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Lenten Devotions LHM
Lenten Video Devotions

Chili Cook off
Congregational Assembly
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Ladies Circle Ministries
Trinity Ladies Circle will meet in the Gathering Area 
on Thursday, March 5.  Fellowship time begins at 
9:30 with program and meeting to follow.  We will 
finish with a cold potluck luncheon, celebrating 
the January-March birthdays. 

Sally Davis from Amazing Place, will present: SENSORY 
CHANGES, ORAL HEALTH AND YOUR BRAIN.  

Vision and hearing changes as well as dental neglect can put 
you at greater risk for dementia. Learn more about how your 
senses are connected to your brain health, and ways to treat 
oral health and sensory deficits for better outcomes later in life. 
It only makes sense.

For more information, feel free to reach out to Trudy Mitchell, 
President, at trudyam99@hotmail.com.

2026 GOVERNING BOARD

Brian Abby
Deena Buford

Pastor Michael Dorn
Anthony Fritsche (Elder)

Mike Gilmore (Secretary/
Elder)

Tim Grady (Elder)
Philip Kokel

Brent Laumen
Cassandra McGarvey 

(Vice-chair)
 Michele Oncken

Chris Sonneborn (Chair/Elder)
Mike Sterling (Elder)

Minutes of the Governing Board 
meetings are available to our 

members at the Welcome Center.

L
Ministries
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Welcoming New Partners to 
Trinity’s Financial Team
We are pleased to announce that Trinity is strengthening its financial stewardship by welcoming two 
highly experienced professionals to our team. As we continue to manage the resources God has 
entrusted to us with excellence and transparency, Kacey Baccus and Duncan McKeever will be 
joining us in part-time, fractional leadership roles.

They will work closely alongside our dedicated financial team—Angela Avant and Roseann Gamez—
to ensure our operations are efficient, secure, and strategically aligned with our mission.

Meet Kacey Baccus (Fractional Controller)
Kacey is the founder of Baccus Revenue Consulting and a graduate of the 
University of Texas. She specializes in bookkeeping optimization and workflow 
design. With a background in operations and data analytics, Kacey is an expert 
at transforming complex processes into reliable systems.

She will be focusing on our internal controls and leveraging automation to 
ensure our financial reporting remains accurate and efficient. Her heart for 
problem-solving and her technical expertise make her an incredible asset to 
Angela and Roseann.

Meet Duncan McKeever (Fractional CFO)
Duncan brings over 35 years of senior-level executive experience across 
various industries, including energy and healthcare. He holds an MBA from the 
University of Texas and a BBA from Texas State University. Duncan’s extensive 
resume includes everything from debt restructuring and strategic planning to 
serving as a Co-Founder and CFO for major firms.

Beyond his professional accolades, Duncan is deeply committed to ministry 
and service. He serves on the boards of the Saint John DeMatha Society 
and the Embracing Special Needs Ministry, and is active in Prison Ministries 
and the Second Mile Mission Center. Duncan has been married for 35 years and is a proud father 
and grandfather.

Stewarding Our Resources
We thank God for bringing Kacey and Duncan to Trinity. Their combined expertise allows us to 
maintain a high standard of financial integrity while freeing our leadership to focus on the growth 
of our church family.

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 
— 1 Peter 4:10

Please join us in welcoming Kacey and Duncan to the Trinity family!
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Stephen Ministries 50th Anniversary Celebration
Founded in 1975, Stephen Ministries is celebrating its 50th year of equipping God’s people 
for ministry. These one-day events feature Stephen Ministries’ Founder and Executive 
Director, Dr. Kenneth Haugk, Justin Schlueter, and other key teaching faculty from 
Stephen Ministries in St. Louis. The events have been scheduled in 12 cities across 
the United States, with more being added.

Three people from our 
congregation—Betty Berg, 
Rick Berg, and Rita Dennis—were 
privileged to attend the event in 
Houston on January 24. They joined 
over 300 registered attendees representing 
more than 50 different churches. Since 1975, 
Stephen Ministries has touched millions of lives 
across the United States and around the world. 
People have received care when they need it 
most, come to faith in Christ, and gained the 

skills needed to make a difference in their churches and communities. It was truly a thrilling day.

We celebrated as Dr. Haugk passed the reins to the new Executive Director, Justin Schlueter. Topics 
included the history of Stephen Ministries; how Jesus teaches empathy; caring for people experiencing 
grief, cancer, and other life challenges; and how to support caregivers. We reflected, learned, and 
looked to the future. The future looks bright, with exciting new programs being discussed and pilot 
initiatives being developed.

A major and important vision for future caring ministries is addressing the mental health crisis. 
Churches need to do more in this area, and this topic was discussed in depth. It is a crisis that 
touches nearly everyone.

A key takeaway from the day was simple but powerful: LISTEN. Don’t rush to talk—listen to others. This 
is good advice for all of us.

If you or a loved one would like to be contacted by a Stephen Minister, or if you are interested in 
becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Lonnie Gonzales (lgonzales@trinitydt.org) for 
more information. You can be assured that everything shared is strictly confidential. Details and names 
of people receiving care are not shared with anyone—not even other Stephen Ministers.

Rick Berg, Betty Berg, Ken Haugk, Rita Dennis, Justin Schlueter
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Summer Is Not the Time For Sprinting
Trinity, let’s take advantage of the mild temperatures in March, April and May to 
sprint for the finish line in funding Project Chill.

After strong growth between 
late December and mid-

February, we only need 
$159,490 to reach the goal 

to fully pay off the balance 
on the HVAC system replacement.  

You can donate online here, by 
mail, or in the Sunday offering 
plate.  Please designate that it is 
for Project Chill. 

Be on the lookout for our 
Project Chill Running Crew 
this month!

We are excited to introduce The Prayer Course offered by 24/7 Prayer. We are offering it as a next 
step as part of the spiritual formation ministry for ongoing growth of faith and intimacy with our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This course is ideal for those who are curious about prayer, completed the Alpha Course, 
or the Missional Life Course (the New Member Course). 

The Prayer Course is a deep dive into the prayer life of Jesus modeled through the Lord’s Prayer. The 
first course addresses the question, “Why pray?” Then over the course of the following seven weeks it 
introduces key topics of prayer like adoration, unanswered prayer, and spiritual warfare prayer. The 
course follows a simple design: Introduction, Watch, Discussion Questions, Do it. 

We will experience the Table Fellowship with a simple meal served each week to check 
in, enjoy each other’s company, and encourage each other in a life of prayer. To 
learn more about the Prayer Course on your own you can explore more at https://
prayercourse.org/home/ or use the QR code.

To RSVP a seat at The Prayer Course simply email Pastor Lonnie at lgonzales@trinitydt.org.

8 WEEK COURSE INCLUDES DINNER

BEGAN WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH 

6:30-8:30 PM - MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM
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Update from Our Youth and Children’s 
Ministries Director
Hey, Trinity Families!

February was awesome! Our youth had a great time at 
the chili cook-off and preparing for First Communion! Also 
we have been tirelessly working on VBS for our families! 
Make sure to check out the article below! 

Here are some highlights and favorite memories:

•	 We have six families who are loving the Lord 
through learning about  His sacrament 

•	 Our students loved teasing me about my chili and 
hanging out with one another. 

•	 The planning team had a great time reminiscing 
about past VBS memories, decorations and themes!  

March looks forward to awesome opportunities!  

•	 March 1st: Easter in a Box registration closes!

Make sure to reserve your box for Easter Week! Inside will be supplies for family-friendly crafts 
and activities! The last day to RSVP is March 1st!

Please pick up your box on Palm Sunday, March 29th! RSVP with this link: Easter in a Box 2026 or 
scan the QR code at the end of this article.

•	 March 1st: Children’s Ministry Service Day 

Join us in the gym for a service project! Families of 4 year olds and up are welcome to participate! 
We will have lunch first and then do our project! Mark your calendars for 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
on Sunday the first! Please let me know you’re coming by clicking here or using the QR code 
at the end of this article to RSVP.

We will be making snack kits for Harris County Health Services. Below is a description about 
HCHS and what needs we are meeting from Nicole Anderson their Tangible Gifting Coordinator 
as well as her heartfelt thank you! Can’t wait to do this with you all! 

“The snack kits will go to our Harris Health Clinics. Specifically, the clinics with longer wait times 
and those serving high‑risk patients, such as individuals managing diabetes,  pediatric patients 
and our Homeless Outreach team at MLK Clinic, Quentin Mease, Smith and Valbona Clinic.   
Many of the clinics we support serve unfunded and underfunded populations across Houston, 
so these kits truly make a meaningful impact during what can often be long, stressful visits. Your 
team’s generosity helps us offer a moment of comfort and encouragement to patients. We are 
incredibly grateful for Trinity Downtown’s partnership in uplifting our community.” 

•	 March 8th: Youth Olympics 

Join us Sunday, March 8th from 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. for a 5th - 12th grade event. We will begin 
in the youth room at Trinity Downtown. 

We will have lunch, a devotional and then commence in Youth Olympics! Teams will go head 
to head for the right to call themselves the 2026 Youth Olympic Champions, not to mention 
prizes for the winning team.  Our events will include races, team challenges, and other hilarious 
games. Make sure to bring friends! Please RSVP through this link or by scanning the QR code at 
the end of this article by Wednesday, March 4th. 
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•	 March 22nd: Confirmation Rehearsal

Confirmation pictures and rehearsal will take place during discipleship hour on March 22nd. 
Pictures will be taken first, followed by the rehearsal. Parents, please plan to attend! A quick 
note on wardrobe: please choose clothing that won’t show through the robes for both picture 
day and Confirmation Sunday. While pastels typically work fine, white is the best choice as it 
symbolizes the righteousness of Christ we are clothed in through our baptisms. 

•	 March 29th: Confirmation Sunday

Join us at 8:00 a.m. for Confirmation Questioning to support our four Confirmands during 
this momentous step in their journey. The Rite of Confirmation will take place during the 9:00 
a.m. service in which you will get to hear a little about why each Confirmand picked their 
Confirmation verse!! You don’t want to miss it! 

•	 March 29th: First Communion Rehearsal

If you have been in our First Communion Class, please join us for rehearsal in the Sanctuary at 
the beginning of your final class. Parents, please plan to attend!

•	 March 29th: Easter in a Box pick up

Stop by the Welcome Desk to pick up your Easter in a Box before Holy Week! You don’t want 
to miss the fun!

Easter in a Box Service Day Olympics
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Vacation Bible School Coming to Trinity 
Downtown June 8th-25th

Trinity DT welcomes all our Kindergarten through 5th grade children to Summer Vacation Bible School!  

•	 This year’s VBS will be held Monday through Thursday afternoons for three weeks, June 8-25, 2026.  

•	 Check in for our participants will begin at 12:30 p.m. with pick up from 4:30 - 5:00 p.m.  

•	 We will experience King David and the 23rd Psalm with Bible stories, music, games, science 
activities, and crafts.

•	 There is a $35.00/week fee for VBS.   

•	 Information about registration and volunteering is available at the VBS Table or visit our VBS 
website: https://trinitydt.myanswers.com/emerald-crossing

•	 There are many opportunities to get involved with VBS.  You can choose to serve in a variety of 
ways from completing a one-time task to being one of our daily helpers.  

•	 We are accepting donations from the congregation from a running list of activity supplies.

Our congregation is inviting the children of Segundo Barrio Music Enrichment Camp to attend VBS 
after their morning sessions.  

Segundo Barrio Music Enrichment Camp invites any Trinity DT children who are interested, to register 
for their camp as well. Here’s some information: 

•	 Segundo Barrio Children’s Chorus Music Enrichment Camp 
June 8 - July 2, 2026
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday
Breakfast and Lunch included

•	 Location 1 - Trinity Downtown (Ages 5-8)

Music camp includes a Kodaly* based music education approach including solfege, folk 
songs, music games, and the basics of music reading. Teachers for this camp are elementary 
music teachers from the Houston area and teachers for SBCC. Teachers will teach primarily 
in English with Spanish help for English language learners. Songs for the July performance are 
in English and Spanish. There is no previous experience needed in music. Commitment to the 
year-long program is optional.
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*Kodaly is a Hungarian based music teaching technique used throughout the world to help 
students read and understand music. 

•	 Location 2 - Houston City College - Felix Fraga Campus (Ages 9-12)

Choir camp includes choral music preparation focused on performance. Classes are given 
on rhythm, sight-reading, and coaching Spanish text for singing. Students in 8th grade who are 
over the age of 12 are still eligible to attend. Teachers for this camp are experienced choral 
directors and professional singers from the Houston area. Teachers will teach primarily in English 
with Spanish help for English language learners. Previous music experience is a plus! There is an 
opportunity for students to audition for the year-long program but commitment to the year-
long program is optional.

•	 There is a $10.00 fee for the Music Camp         

•	 Information about the Music Camp can be found at this link https://www.segundobarriocc.
org under the tab summer camp or by scanning the QR code! 

•	 Register by going to https://pci.jotform.com/form/250534439182154 or scanning the QR code! 

•	 Please consider registering your children for all or part of our programs this summer!

Music Camp
Information

VBS
Information

SBCC 
Registration

Blood Donor Sunday - March 22nd

Our next Blood Donor Sunday will be held March 22nd, 8 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. in the gym.  If you would prefer a special time, please sign 
up online or use the QR code in the graphic. While scheduling 
an appointment ahead of time gives us an estimate of how 
many donors to expect and the Blood Center sends out the 
appropriate number of workers; an added bonus is we take 
scheduled appointments prior to walk-ups.  

We look forward to a very successful drive.  Double red cell 
and combination whole blood and plasma machines will be 
available for those wishing to donate that way.  Both count 
for two donations.

Save time with the DIGITAL DONOR APP. The App makes it easy 
to find a blood drive, schedule your donation and answer the CFL 
Express Pass health history interview before you arrive.

REMINDER!!  The minimum donor age requirement to give blood is 16 years 
old with a parent’s permission.  Weight must be 122 lbs. (still 110 lbs. for 17 and older) and in general 
good health.

REMEMBER:  One unit of blood can save as many as three lives as it is broken down into three 
components – red blood cells, platelets and plasma.
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Go Texan Chili 
Cook-off and BBQ
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Go 
Texan event. A good time was had by all.

The Holy Smokers and hospitality team provided 
delicious baked potatoes with smoked brisket 
and smoked turkey along with tossed green 
salad and green beans.

A big thank you to everyone who entered the 
Chili Cook-off. First prize went to Haley and Alex 
Zimmerman, second place to Phyliss Davisson 
and third place to the Holy Smokers.

Alex & Haley Zimmerman, Phyliss Davisson
and Bob Davis (Holy Smokers)
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Stained Glass Window Renewal Project
Among the many blessings we enjoy is worshiping in a Sanctuary filled with over thirty stained-glass 
depictions of Biblical characters and stories. Each of our stained glass windows was installed in 1954 
and is in need of cleaning and maintenance. Please help us restore our stained glass so that light can 
shine through and can be visible from the outside. 

Check out the graphic below to see our progress so far for the north and south windows. 

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION

Anthony Fritsche. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                afritsche@cresa.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    832.515.7366
Mike Gilmore. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 mdgilmore85@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  713.569.2371
Tim Grady. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       timlgrady@aol.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    281.639.0036
Chris Sonneborn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                csonneb@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    713.854.8692
Mike Sterling. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   nasasterling@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  713.299.7238



14 - Trinity Today

Children, Youth and Adult Bible Studies
Please consider joining one or more of our Bible studies. It’s a wonderful way to begin a new 
spiritual discipline.  Virtual login information is available on Trinity’s website www.trinitydt.org. 
Children and youth classes are in person unless indicated otherwise. Adult classes are either 
virtual, in person or hybrid. 

SUNDAYS - CHILDREN (10:15 - 11:15 AM)

Nursery (Infants - age 2) - Room 234

Kingdom Quest 2 & 3 year olds - Room 233

Kingdom Quest 4 & 5 year olds - Room 232

Kingdom Quest 1st Grade - 4th Grade - Kingdom Hall (basement)

SUNDAYS - YOUTH

Foundations 56 (5th-6th grades) - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 207

Confirmation (7th-8th grades) - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 208

High School (9th-12th grades) - 10:15-11:15 AM - Underground

SUNDAYS - ADULT

Discipleship Bible Study - The Whole Story - Creation to Jesus

Led by Group of Members - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 125 - In Person

This Bible study series covers creation through the redemptive story in the Old Testament. It is perfect 
for people interested in learning a simple and reproducible model to study Scripture in a group 
setting. The study is sponsored and facilitated by a committed group of members at Trinity Downtown. 
Participants can come and go throughout the series. 

Faith Discovery Class (New Members)

Led by Pastor Lonnie Gonzales - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 123 - In Person

Class for persons interested in becoming members of Trinity Downtown and those wanting a refresh 
of Christian doctrine.

Living Out Our Faith

Led by Mike and Katherine Gilmore - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 206 - In Person

Join us for an engaging discussion based Bible study focused on applying Christian faith in everyday 
life. Each session blends thought-provoking videos, insightful book references, and open conversation, 
helping us explore scripture together and discover practical ways to live as followers of Christ. All are 
welcome — come ready to share, listen and grow as we endeavor to actively live out our faith.

Relationships: The Necessity, the Joy, the Work

Led by Pastor Paul Dorn - 7:00-8:00 PM - Virtual

This six session study will consider relationships and their importance in our lives every moment of every 
day. The relationship between persons like David and Jonathan, Peter and Jesus, Paul and his co-
workers, etc. will show us the need for, the joy of, and the work involved in good relationships.  

This class meets virtually for an hour every Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m. Please e-mail Paul Dorn 
(pbdorn6@gmail.com) and he will send you his class notes and a link to the class session on Zoom. 
You will need a computer, laptop, or phone. 
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Short, Sweet and Hard to Beat: the Gospel of Mark

Led by Jim Cleary - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 205 - Hybrid

Join us as we follow Jesus – true Messiah, King of the Jews, and the Son of God. We’ll get an up close 
and personal look at Jesus, and reflect on the difference He makes, in our lives and others.  Discussion 
oriented. 

The Bible Alive … God In Action

Led by John Reisig - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 124 - In Person

In this study, each Sunday offers a single, stand-alone topic. The material covered each week will 
provide a meaningful experience for regular participants, visitors to Trinity Downtown, and for those 
simply looking to get back into a routine of attending Bible study. The single topic format ensures 
that no one will be lost or feel behind during the study, and will feel welcome and encouraged to 
attend at any time. Bibles will be provided and utilized each week. Providing historical context to the 
scriptural message, and modern application of His word, the Bible will “Come Alive,” and show that 
God has been working throughout history, and is still working today out of love for His people.  

Thessalonians 1 & 2

Led by Steve Maynard - 10:15-11:15 AM - Room 201 - Hybrid

The class will look at daily living with the encouragement, strength and guidance of Christ from Saint 
Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians.

TUESDAYS - ADULTS

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study - LifeLight: John

Led by Karen Maynard - 10:00-11:30 AM - Room 205 - Hybrid 

This study is part of the LifeLight Bible study series of in-depth studies of Bible books. The goal of LifeLight 
is that through a regular program of in-depth personal and group study of Scripture, more and more 
Christian adults may grow in their personal faith in Jesus Christ.

WEDNESDAYS - ADULTS 

2nd Corinthians 

Led by Mary Oliver - 6:30-7:45 PM - Virtual 

Join us for Women’s Bible Study on Zoom, Wednesday evenings 6:30-7:45 as we read and discuss 
Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians.  In his letter, Paul prepares the church in Corinth for his visit with 
words of reconciliation, comfort, and encouragement in the Gospel of Christ. 

Virtual Midweek Spiritual Check-in

Led by Jim Cleary - 7:00-8:00 PM - Virtual

THURSDAYS - ADULTS

Sonrise Bible Study

Led by Bill Fischer, Pastor Black and individual class members - 7:30-8:30 AM - Virtual

This member-led virtual class primarily discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following 
Sunday.  The class is open to men and women. For more information contact Bill Fischer at 832.459.3241 
or the church office.
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Article submission deadline is March 13th for articles to be published April 1, 2026.  
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Trinity Downtown  Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving Love With All People Now!
www.trinitydt.org	 800 Houston Avenue • Houston, TX 77007	 713-224-0684

STAFF DIRECTORY

SENIOR PASTOR

Michael P. Dorn. . . . .    713.229.2940

mdorn@trinitydt.org

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF OUTREACH

Lonnie Gonzales. . . .   713.229.2950

lgonzales@trinitydt.org

VISITATION PASTOR

Donald G. Black. . . .   713.229.2917

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF MISSIONS

Greg Finke . . . . . . . .       281.844.7644

finkeonthemove@aol.com

DIR. OF MUSIC AND WORSHIP

Rebecca Castillo. . .  713.229.2922

rcastillo@trinitydt.org

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Haley Zimmerman. . 713.229.2910

hzimmerman@trinitydt.org

DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING

Roseann Gamez. . .  713.229.2962

rgamez@trinitydt.org

COMMUNICATIONS

COORDINATOR

Pam Schroeder. . . .   713.229.2944

pschroeder@trinitydt.org

CONTRIBUTIONS MANAGER

Angela Avant. . . . . .     713.229.2963

aavant@trinitydt.org

TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

COORDINATOR

Ken Mathews. . . . . .     281.253.7959

kmathews@trinitydt.org

Life Thoughts In The Church 
Year - March 1 (Lent 2)
Salvation comes only through faith in Christ, 
who was “lifted up” on the cross as the 
payment for the world’s sins (John 3:14-
15). Not even Abraham our forefather was 
saved by his works or inner worth (Romans 
4:2-3). In choosing to redeem us by His own 
grace apart from our works, God shows us 
that our value is not found in a person’s own 
qualities. Instead, every person is precious 
to God and worthy of dignity because 
“God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son” (John 3:16). 

Life Thoughts In The Church Year From Lutherans For Life, www.
lutheransforlife.org.


